All these patients had a well-confirmed diagnosis of schizophrenia (made independently by at least two psychiatrists), were less than 45 years old, had graduated high school, and had been in-patients in this hospital at some time more than three years prior to the study. Our basic assumptions were that all these patients must have begun their schizophrenic illness at around the same age, and that those who had first received phenothiazines at early ages would, there fore, tend to have received them at an earlier stage in their illness than those who first received them at later ages.
As an index of how well or badly the patients did,
we used the percentage of lifetime after the first psychiatric consultation spent in mental hospitals. A Pearson correlation coefficient was calculated between the ages at which phenothiazines were first given, and the following index:
